
 
To: City Council           
From City Manager, Nathan Cherpeski 
Subject: Friday Update 
Date: April 22, 2016 
 
Calendar 
Here is the calendar as provided to me by Departments this morning. 
 

 
 
City Manager 

Blue Zone - As part of the Blue Zone effort, the City and County are asked to examine 
and update policies relating to the built environment.  In order to help staff with the 
types of policies considered, the Blue Zone staff are bringing in nationally recognized 
experts Dan Burden and Samantha Thomas.  These two led tours of the downtown last 
year areal  and it was very informative. 
 

 Blue Zones Project – Klamath Falls welcomes nationally recognized walkability 
expert Dan Burden and urban planner Samantha Thomas back to town for the 
Build Healthy Neighborhoods Workshops May 12-15, 2016.  The Building 
Healthy Neighborhoods workshops will show how the community can play a role 
in making our neighborhoods more walkable and livable for all users, ages, and 
abilities.  
 

Local Blue Zones Community Program Manager, Jessie DeBose, has provided the 
following tentative schedule of public events that will be available during Dan and 
Samantha’s visit: 

A Public Forum and Wine at 5 open to all – 

“Streets for All People: Healthy Streets, Healthy Neighborhoods, Healthy People”  
Thursday, May 12  
5:00-7:30pm  
Coldwell Banker Conference Room, 3815 S. 6th St, Ste. 155.   

 

Date Time  Event Location

April 25, 2016 7:00 P.M. Planning Commission 

Community Development 

Ordinance review

City Hall Annex ‐ 

Council Chambers

May 2, 2016 Council Work Session ‐ 

Owners Representative for 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Project

City Hall Annex ‐ 

Conference Room

May 2, 2016 7:00 P.M. City Council City Hall Annex ‐ 

Council Chambers



May 14 and 15, Blue Zones Project – Klamath Falls will be hosting five 
neighborhood Walk-N-Roll Audits throughout Klamath Falls, including 
the suburban area.  More information on the neighborhood tours will be 
provided in the near future.  The tentative schedule is: 

Saturday, May 14: TO BE CONFIRMED 

 9:00-11:30am, Neighborhood Walk-N-Roll Audit:  Mills 
Elementary and surrounding area 

 1:30-4:00pm, Neighborhood Walk-N-Roll Audit:  Roosevelt 
Elementary and Eldorado Ave 

 5:30-7:30pm Neighborhood Walk-N-Roll Audit:  Stewart-Lennox 
 

Sunday, May 15: TO BE CONFIRMED 

 10:15am-12:30pm, Neighborhood Walk-N-Roll Audit:  Bristol 
Avenue Area  

 1:30-4:00pm, Neighborhood Walk-N-Roll Audit:  Shasta 
Elementary and surrounding area 

 

For more information on the Blue Zones Project, contact Jessie at 
jessica.dubose@healthways.com. 

Retail Coach – Our retail recruiter continues to find receptive hears with some of the 
national retailers when discussing Klamath Falls.  The Retail Coach recently completed 
a grocery store focused analysis and will be sharing customized reports with several 
chains.  They are also reaching out to potential pharmacy providers to fill the gap left 
with the closing of the Haggen/Safeway locations.   

Mountain Biking Recognition - The internationally recognized online mountain bike 
magazine, Pinkbike, recently featured an article highlighting the Klamath Trails 
Alliance, Moore Park, and Spence Mountain.  The article brings attention to expanding 
recreational opportunities in Klamath County.  The article can be found at: 
http://www.pinkbike.com/news/front-lines-klamath-trails-alliance-2016.html 
 

Public Works 
 
Water 
 
From Randy Travis, Water Division Manager - With all of the information in the news 
these days stemming from the reports of lead contamination in the nation’s drinking 
water supply the City of Klamath Falls believes it is important to understand there are 
multiple factors that contribute to the corrosive action of the water on materials 



containing lead in the water distribution system. Some of those factors include low pH, 
low alkalinity, temperature, hardness and high conductivity. Over 30 years of water 
quality monitoring and analysis of the City’s groundwater sources indicate our drinking 
water ranks very low in these variables which may contribute to lead contamination 
caused by the solubility of lead from pipes or pipe materials into the drinking water.  

The City conducts testing on a regular basis.  Over the past 20+ years the overwhelming 
majority of tap water samples collected and tested from high risk locations, as defined 
by the Environmental Protection Agency indicated no detectable amount of lead 
contamination in the drinking water. It is also important to know the most recent water 
samples collected at the sources or wells and tested for lead contamination indicated 
there is no detectable amount of lead in the source water.  City of Klamath Falls water 
system records confirm we do not have lead service lines within the water system and 
through our research for selecting the “at tap” sample locations as required by the Lead 
and Copper Rule we have found no evidence of lead service lines within customer’s 
piping throughout the service area.  

While water quality regulations and monitoring guidelines have become more stringent 
our City water consistently exceeds all state and federal health standards. However it is 
always a good practice to let water run from the tap for 15 to 30 seconds or more before 
using it for drinking or cooking any time the water has gone unused for 6 hours or more. 

Be assured we continue to take the necessary steps to protect you and your family being 
consistently vigilant in monitoring our drinking water quality.    

Development Services 

 Sugarman’s Corner – Construction is progressing ahead of schedule.  We are 
targeting project completion by July 4th. 

 Main Street Underpass Handrail – This project replaces the failed handrail along 
the pedestrian path crossing beneath the railroad on Main Street.  Council has 
authorized staff to proceed with the construction contract.  A notice-to-proceed 
has been issued to Tom Ayres General Contractor.  The project is anticipated to 
be complete by mid-July. 

 Johnson Avenue & Crescent Alley Sewer Main Replacement – This project 
replaces roughly 1200 feet of sewer main and service laterals within a portion of 
Johnson Avenue and the alley off at the 1600 block of Crescent Avenue.  Council 
has authorized staff to proceed with the construction contract.  A notice-to-
proceed will be issued to Vic Russell Construction next week.  The project is 
anticipated to be complete by late June. 

 Balsiger Demolition – Per Council’s approval from the April 4 meeting, staff 
continues to proceed with the demolition contract.  This phase of the demolition 
will remove the above grade portion of the building fronting both Main Street and 
Esplanade.  A notice-to-proceed has been issued to Anderson Environmental 



Contracting and demolition activities are anticipated to begin the week of April 
25th.  The 60 day contract projects a completion date on or before June 20th.  
The developer has indicated they are interested in reusing the other building 
subject to some additional due diligence. 

 Melrose Street Waterline Replacement – This project replaces roughly 1000 feet 
of waterline within Melrose Street and Haskins Alley near the City’s Melrose 
water tank.  Bids were received Thursday from three bidders with the apparent 
low bid received from Bob’s Excavating.  Staff intends to request Council 
approval to award the project at the May 16th meeting.  The target completion 
date is currently set for early August. 
 

Police  

On Thursday, April 21, 2016, the police department sworn in Ruben Jenkins as a police 
officers with the City of Klamath Falls Police Department.  Officer Jenkins was born in 
Ventura, CA, then moved to Klamath Falls at 6 years of age.  Officer Jenkins attended 
Henley Schools through high school then entered the Marine Corps in 2005.  He served 
our country as an infantryman and was deployed twice to Iraq and Japan.  Officer 
Jenkins received a Cer-Com (Certificate of Commendation) award for leadership during 
wartime actions in Iraq. 

After active duty, Officer Jenkins returned to Klamath Falls and joined the Klamath 
Falls Reserve Program in 2011.  He served for approximately 2 ½ years, before being 
hired as a Deputy for the Klamath County Sheriffs’ Office in 2013. 

Officer Jenkins served as a patrol deputy and received numerous letters of 
commendation during his employment with the sheriff’s office. 

Officer Jenkins is a fitness enthusiast and enjoys CrossFit.  He also enjoys outdoor 
activities in Klamath Falls to include fishing, hunting and camping. 

Airport 

We still haven’t received official word from TSA.  We have been told the letter is coming 
from DC and not the Portland office. 


